


Lesson 1: Work isn’t work if you love what you do,
even if it is a tough job.

The old slogan for the Peace Corps, “The Toughest Job
You'll Ever Love,” aptly desecribes the experience that :
many Peace Corps Volunteers bring home with them after
their service overseas. This slogan has been retired and
.-x-plnuud |:."-].-' the '-'.i:_:lgr.'lul'l, *Life Is Cﬂﬂlﬂg How Far Wﬂl'Yﬂu
Go?" This too nicely applies to the Peace Corps experi-
ence, but | still prefer the older slogan.

A5 a Peace Corps Volunteer, 1 loved what I was doing,
cven when things weren't going so well. Actually, the
‘wughest part about being a Peace Corp Volunteer isn't the

vork. It you have the proper training and education, you

know how ta do your job, and it I‘Eillljf isn't any more dif-
(cult than the job you would da here in the United States.

\What is tough about it is doing your job in a foreign'

ferent than vou are use to here in the United States. These
ditferences make for some very interesting and frustrating
days. One day you are flying high, everything is going
well, your project is on track, life s looking pretty good,
and you feel really good about yourself. The next day,
vour project comes to a screeching halt, the weather sucks,
no one is cooperating, you don't understand why people
are behaving the way they do, you question your own
ability and skills, and you wonder what the hell you are
doing in the= lar away land, The toughest part of the Peace
Corps job, the part that can limit how far you can go, is
dealing with that emotional rollercoaster. Add on top of
that all the normal problems of living - buying food, do-
ing laundry, cleaning the bathroom (or outhouse), being
sick, the lack of money, missing a loved one - and the ride
can get pretty rough at times.

How do many Peace Cory ps Volunteers survive? They

love what they are doing - have a passion for what they
do, sincerely wish to help the people with whom they
are serving, and honestly want to help make the world a

‘then said to me, “Now,

ign  thatjob.” I then spent years wor
cullure, in a hlreign Iangu,]ge and frame of reference dif- = Ky v oy N it
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unity College in Colorado Springs, who be
a good friend, and more importantly, a good me
tions, he asked me a question
want an answer right away, t
that [ needed to th?nk about sly and for a pen%
of time. He then asked me, “If you could create your

perfect job, what would it be?” | spent several months
thinking about that question. What's the job for me?
Whatdolwanttodo?
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next time I saw Doc, | gave
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jobs, voluntee k., two years Fﬁt‘é: ;
education; things that would look good on a resume for
such a position. ' | A |

It took eight years, but I can honestly say tl'mtthe]nbi o |
have today, teaching geology, geography and astronomy
hereatBIackHawkCoﬂege,inﬂEJDbl_m@ﬁr_ o T

myself all those years ago - not BHC specifically, but F’%
teaching at a community college. I love what Ido-1
like going to class and learning, by, lile 200

._.hhte mportantly, | | i
teaching, and I have been doing just that at BHC for the
past eighteen years. And the best part is | lloge: oot
pays me to do it! So create a job you we sote

then Egure out a way to make that jo
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But I was willing to do them, willing to work, because
they were necessary for my survival and, ultimately, were
just one or two steps along the path to my perfect job.

Lesson 5: School is work.

If you are reading this, chances are you are attending
BHC, going to school, and you already know that it can
be a lot of work, It is. But it doesn’t have to be. If you love
your work, it isn’t work. If you love going to school, it
isn’t work.

If you don’t love, or at least like going to class, if you
don’t love learning, don’t! Please, save yourself the frus-
tration and go do something else!

Find something you deldove and go do it. Just find a
way to make it pay. If that something that you love to
do requires some education - be willing to work at that
education. Take the classes you need - take an interest in
those classes and the learning that goes with them. Work
towards the degree - knowing that it is part of your plan
to get at that which you love to do. Part of the reason |
love my job is that I loved going to school. I wanted to be

the perpetual college student - a lifetime of going to class.
Guess what? That's what I'm still doing!

Lesson 6: Work isn’t everything,

Be able to step away from work and leave it at work,
or at least don’t let work dominate your life. Again,
sadly, you hear stories of people who are so immersed
in their work that they don’t have a life outside of work,
or don’t have enough time for much of a life outside of
work. When 1 lived in New Jersey, | knew of people who
lived in Pennsylvania and commuted to work every day
to Manhattan in New York City. That meant a drive of
three or four hours one way, depending on the traffic and
the weather. They spent 6 to 8 hours a day in their cars
commuting, 8 hours at work - that only leaves 8 hours
at home and some of that time has to be spent sleeping.
Maybe they found that drive to work worth it. [ don’t love
my car enough to want to spend that much time in it ev-
ery day. It certainly couldn’t have left much time for much
else. It doesn’t sound worth it to me.

The point I want to make here is | think it is impor-
tant to find time for other things in your life. Have other
interests, other activities that you pursue outside and
unrelated to work. Do things that help you to unwind, to
relax, to enjoy life.

As a teacher it is almost impossible to avoid taking
work home with me - grading exams and working on
lectures often get done in the evening or on weekends.
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But I always find time to do something other than work.
At the very minimum, | spend at least halfan hour a day
walking the dog and another half hour reading something
unrelated to work. It is important to me to find the time.

| havesseveral hobbies that keep me busy when | am not
teaching - reading sciencefiction, woodworking, and
home improvement. They take my mind off of work, relax
me and make me feel good. It is amazing how refreshing
and invigorating these activities can be: they can really
recharge the batteries and actually make vou a better
worker. They all help me to be a better teacher.

Putting it all together...

So my advice about work is this: Create your perfect
job. Plan how to find your perfect job and work towards
it. Be patient. It may take you awhile before you get that
perfect job. Love your job. Be willing to work at your job.
But don’t let your job be everything.
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